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Dear Mr. McDowell, 

I have just received copies of your review of the Lifton book and that of James 
^onaway in the Washington Star. You quote Professor Robert Blakey as describing the 

book as "just absurd." Rather than condemnation, this is praise. It is much worse. 

..... 

In terms of scholarship, and carefully And deliberately disguised, there is nothing 
of any consequence that can be considered factual that was not published earlier, for the 
moat part more than a decade ago. Virtually none of it is credited, to make it appear 
that Difton is bringing these well-published facts to light for the first time 0 Cona- 
way says, for example, that Difton "examines every shred of evidence several times over 
and at the very least is a comprehensive narrative of assassination fact." fie also is 
impressed with how good Lifton is "with data©" Actually, he omits fact which disproves 
his commercialized conjectures and he examines no shr4d of evidence that is not well 
known and well published. The Dick Daring bit, attributed to the agent's desire, is 
designed to mask the unoriginal nature af all but his sick and totally untenable 
conjectures. 

If among all those so-called experts you report that Macmillan hired there had been 
a single authentic subject expert rather than experts with no subject-matter knowledge, 
Macmillan would not have published the book with all the fiippodrmming it engaged in. 

There are several key points in the Lifton fabrications that can be examined with 
ease. He alleged a conspiracy on Air Force 1 s which left, the body unattended© All were 

at the LBJ swearing in© If you compare those who were at the swearing in with those on 

if* n. 

the plane you find a large’ number besides General H c ugh who were not at the swearing din.® 
Hotiqj mentioned by Liifton 0 Manhhester* s Death of a President is one source. The official 
and published -White House pictures are' another. 

Lifton makes on that tlie'b6dy"W&h'Mdnapped at Andrews Field, offloaded on the 




opposite side. Under lelieg lights? With some 3000a witnesses, none of whom saw it? 

All those spectators on the fence side of the field saw nothing but there was something 
to see? 

Essential to his concoctions is the spiriting of the body into the ^ethesda 
medical installation through the back gate. The most cursory check, which he does not 
report, would have disclosed that it was both locked and without a guard to open it. 

Then there is all that hanky-panky with the body, alleged, with some fukbling 
over minor discrepancies in time. Lifton makes a big deal over the alleged kidnapping 
of tne corpse between the time it got to the back door of the hospital, a little after 
7:30 p.m., and the beginning of the cutting, at 8:00 or 8:15 p.m. But nowhere does he 
report the taking oi the Xr-rays and those pictures which also had to be taken before 
there was any cutting. The reason is obvious 0 if Lifton had reported these well-known 
facts, that certain procedures were essential before any alteration of the body, he'd not 
have been able to perpetrate this monstrous ifjakej, he'd have had no theory to commercialize 
and his great efforts for all those years would have been exposed as what they are, an 
enormous nothingness. 

The record is clear, uncontradicted and uncontradictable : those X-rays and pictures 
were taken, as they had to be. (What kind of forensic expert did Macmillan hire if he 
was not aware of this?) Lifton likewise is aware of this. 

Of course there is much more that is very £rong about the book. But if any one of 
the tilings I report above is|itrue — and they are all true — then a great disservice has 
been done the nation and all the justified and legitimate criticism of cs- official 
account of the assassination is undermined. ' - 

.Lifton * 3 book is indistinguishable from a ppook "black book" because it serves 
those ends and only those end$ save for making him a phoney Dick Daring. 

Unfortunately, most of the press do not make an effort to obtain independent con- 
firmation of .such works. 

hone of the reasons offered for withholding copies until publication is tenable. ' 




The concerns that led to the legal expert are of libel, as Lifton himself complained 
to me . 

There was no likelihood of any effort to get an injunction against publication 
because in his wholesale and unjustified defamations lifton is careful to name no 
names, (he complained to me about Macmillan' s insistence that he remove some and 

rephrase parts.) 

It was all promotional and nothigg else. V-- ■ 

When you were told who had ^een offered the book in advance of publication Newswe ek, 
was omitted - apparently because they an in-house expert who recommended having 

no tiling to do with the booko 

ks for that Lifton unique "discovery," an obvious error in an FBI report, I first 
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read it when I "discovered" that record in the spring of 19£6. I later publss*^ the 
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entire record in facsimile alone in writing about alleged surgery long 

before Lifton. Lome "discovery" indeed! 

Lifton is not without conspiracy theories. He revised them until he could get 

published. In 1 966 he told me that Brown & Root (bujlword for LBJ) had dug tunnels 

throughout Delley Plaza and the shooting was from a papier-mache tree. x n 1968 he told 

me that the conspirators, LBJ and Dean Rusk, met in secret throughout Ws. (He also 

had it with LBJ and Allen VlLLes.) In December 1966 Eflfli&g e credited him with the 

tunnel vision. 

I agree with Jonaway - " Best Evidence is a disturbing book." 

Sincerely, , 



cc: James onaway 



Harold, Weisberg. 




Perhaps a few of thcjmany examples of Lif ton' o goodness with data, as Conaway 



sees it, of how he 
helpful „ 

Lif ton protends 



"examines every slired of evidence .^sey^ral times overscan he 
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that the 1 resident's brain was spirited away during the autopsy 



and that instead of a stillborrL baby: on a hospital cartychat was the disguised* brain. 

, . tr ' . *r *. « • 

i-lanchester times the passing pf that cart, with the stillborn, at before any cutting 
began in the morgue and hence it could not have held any autopsy materials even if it 
had come from the morgue, as it hadn't. 

T o promulgate his case of a shell game with caskets, Lifton makes a big thing of 

his representation that there was no corpse of a colonel for another casket and seeks 

& 

to support thi3 by alleging that the colonel was not burned in SLrlington, as had been 
reported. To make tills appear to be credible he had an associate call Arlington cemetery 



and ask if a colonel had been buried the next day. He claims the response was that nobody 
was buried the next day. Inference, the stories were false. 

The falsity is Lifton' s. ^e fails to inform that the next day was a Saturday 
and tliat there were no burials at all at ^Arlington on Saturdays. 




